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“What is Placemaking…”



“…and what makes people love 
where they live and work? And 
why does it matter?”



G O O D  P L A C E S  T O  M E E T  P E O P L E

A R T S  A N D  C U LT U R A L  
O P P O R T U N I T I E S

F U N  A C T I V I T I E S

O T H E R  P E O P L E  C A R E  
A B O U T  E A C H  O T H E R

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S

COMMUNITY 
ACTIVITIES



O L D E R  P E O P L ER A C I A L  A N D  E T H N I C  M I N O R I T I E S

FA M I L I E S  W I T H  Y O U N G  C H I L D R E N

G AY S  A N D  L E S B I A N S

Y O U N G ,  TA L E N T E D  P E O P L E  
L O O K I N G  F O R  W O R K

I M M I G R A N T S

Y O U N G  A D U LT S  
W I T H O U T  C H I L D R E N

DIVERSITY



PA R K S ,  P L AY G R O U N D S ,  T R A I L S

B E A U T Y,  P H Y S I C A L  S E T T I N G

AESTHETICS

P U B L I C  A R T,  L I N K A G E S  T O  T H E  PA S T



satisfaction 
with where you 
live and work

overall 
health of a 
community !





GATEWAYS



SIGNAGE / KIOSKS



ART



ART / MURALS



LANDSCAPING / PAVING



LANDSCAPING / PAVING



MULTIPURPOSE STRUCTURES



GATHERING SPACES / EVENTS



PLAY SPACES 



TELL A STORY . . .



TELL MY STORY!



“Focusing on Sacramento’s 
River District…”



AREA CONTEXT
location + size



AREA CONTEXT
commercial businesses



AREA CONTEXT
existing housing



AREA CONTEXT
barriers



AREA CONTEXT
homelessness + social services



AREA CONTEXT
existing parks and open spaces

ADD DOS RIOS SCHOOL PARK

(CARLOS @ CITY)



AREA CONTEXT
historic district



AREA CONTEXT
bus and light rail transit



“…and the Twin Rivers housing 
community”



NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
twin rivers community



NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
twin rivers community



NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
the twin rivers community



NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
surrounding roads + uses



NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
twin rivers concept



“How do you bring people + ideas 
together through creative and 
genuine engagement…?”



From isolation, disconnection and 
disinvestment . . . to a future of 
opportunity, inclusion and 
integration!

CNI TRANSFORMATION PLAN VISION



“With community-based participation at its 
center, an effective Placemaking process 
capitalizes on a local community’s assets, 
inspiration and potential, and it results in the 
creation of quality public spaces that contribute 
to people’s health, happiness and well-being.”

- Project for Public Places



COMMUNITY EVENT
destination river district event



COMMUNITY REVIEW AND INPUT
ideas + places + needs



ENGAGING THE YOUTH!
destination river district event



“…and how has that input 
been used!”



▪ Improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists

▪ Create safe and healthy open spaces

▪ Provide access to healthy food

▪ Improve maintenance and cleanliness of the 
neighborhood and along the river

▪ Provide places for kids to play and explore

RESIDENT RECOMMENDATIONS



CONSULTANT RECOMMENDATIONS
▪ Celebrate the River District as a gateway to 

Sacramento

▪ Celebrate the diversity of people and places

▪ Improve connectivity within the River District and 
to other parts of Sacramento 

▪ Improve access to the rivers and the experience 
along the rivers

▪ Bring river elements into the neighborhood

▪ Tell the stories of River District people and places 
through signage and design

▪ Preserve the character of the existing community



CCI PROJECTS
location

Twin 

Rivers

Railyards Project



CCI PROJECTS
Center for Hope Façade Improvement Project

Twin 

Rivers

Railyards Project

“Improve safety for pedestrians 

and bicyclists”

“Improve maintenance and 

cleanliness of the neighborhood”



CCI PROJECTS
Wayfinding Signage

“Improve connectivity within 

the River District”

“Improve access to the rivers”



CCI PROJECTS
North 12th/16th Streets Placemaking Gateway Element

Twin 

Rivers

Railyards Project

“Celebrate the River District as a 

gateway to Sacramento”

“Improve safety for pedestrians 

and bicyclists”



CCI PROJECTS
North 12th Street Community Engagement Art Project

Twin 

Rivers

Railyards Project

“Tell the stories of River 

District people and places”

“Celebrate the diversity of 

people and places”



CCI PROJECTS
River District-Railyards Berm Removal

Twin 

Rivers

Railyards Project

“Improve 

connectivity to 

other parts of 

Sacramento”



CCI PROJECTS
Bike Trail Historic Course

Twin 

Rivers

Railyards Project

“Bring river elements 

into the neighborhood”

“Tell the stories of River 

District people and 

places through signage”



CCI PROJECTS
Robert T. Matsui Waterfront Park Improvements

Twin 

Rivers

Railyards Project

“Improve maintenance and 

cleanliness along the river”

“Provide places for kids to play 

and explore”



CCI PROJECTS
Healthy Food – “Prime Time Nutrition”

Twin 

Rivers

Railyards Project

“Provide access to 

healthy food”

Twin Rivers 



“So how does Placemaking relate 
to all of us…?”



SITE / PROJECT SCALE



SITE / PROJECT SCALE



NEIGHBORHOOD / DISTRICT SCALE



NEIGHBORHOOD / DISTRICT SCALE



NEIGHBORHOOD / DISTRICT SCALE



NEIGHBORHOOD / DISTRICT SCALE



“What’s next? Let’s brainstorm 
ways to incorporate Placemaking 
into your communities…”
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“Let’s keep the conversation going…”
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